
 102

Secretaries-General of the United Nations 
Trygve Halvdan Lie was born on 16 July 1896, in Oslo, 
Norway, the son of Martin and Hulda Arnesen Lie. He was 
educated at Oslo University where he obtained a law degree in 
1919.  

Mr. Lie led the Norwegian delegation to the United Nations 
Conference on International Organization in San Francisco, 
April 1945, and was Chairman of Commission III for drafting 
the Security Council provisions of the Charter.  On 1 February 
1946, Mr. Lie was elected the first Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. He was formally installed by the General 
Assembly at its 22nd meeting on 2 February 1946. The 
General Assembly on 1 November 1950, continued Mr. Lie in 
office for a further three years from 1 February 1951. He 
resigned as Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
November 1952.  

Dag Hjalmar Agne Carl Hammarskjold was Secretary-
General of the United Nations from 10 April 1953 until 18 
September 1961 when he met his death in a plane accident 
while on a peace mission in the Congo. He was born on 29 
July 1905 in Jonkoping in south-central Sweden. 
 
Elected to two terms as Secretary-General Mr. Hammarskjold 
was unanimously appointed Secretary-General of the United 
Nations by the General Assembly on 7 April 1953 on the 
recommendation of the Security Council. He was reelected 
unanimously for another term of five years in September 1957 

U Thant, served as Secretary-General of the United Nations 
from 1961 to 1971.  U Thant was born at Pantanaw, Burma, 
on 22 January 1909, and was educated at the National High 
School in Pantanaw and at University College, Rangoon.  

U Thant began serving as Acting Secretary-General since 3 
November 1961, when he was unanimously appointed by the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Security 
Council, to fill the unexpired term of the late Secretary-
General, Dag Hammarskjold. He was then unanimously 
appointed Secretary-General by the General Assembly on 30 
November 1962 for a term of office ending on 3 November 
1966.  U Thant was re-appointed for a second term as 
Secretary-General of the United Nations by the General 
Assembly on 2 December 1966 on the unanimous 
recommendation of the Security Council (resolution 229, 
1966). His term of office continued until 31 December 1971.  

Kurt Waldheim was appointed Secretary-General of the 
United Nations for a five-year term beginning on 1 January 
1972. The Security Council had recommended the 
appointment on 21 December 1971 and the General Assembly 
approved it by acclamation on the following day.  

The Secretary-General was born at Sankt Andra-Wordern, 
near Vienna, Austria, on 21 December 1918. He graduated 
from the University of Vienna as a Doctor of Jurisprudence in 
1944. He is also a graduate of the Vienna Consular Academy.  

Javier Perez de Cuellar assumed office as Secretary-General 
of the United Nations on 1 January 1982. On 10 October 1986, 
he was appointed for a second term of office, which began on 
1 January 1987.  

Mr. Perez de Cuellar was born in Lima, Peru, on 19 January 
1920. He is a lawyer and a career diplomat, now retired 

Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali became the sixth Secretary-
General of the United Nations on 1 January 1992, when he 
began a five-year term. At the time of his appointment by the 
General Assembly on 3 December 1991, Mr. Boutros-Ghali 
had been Deputy Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs of Egypt 
since May 1991 and had served as Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs from October 1977 until 1991.  

Kofi Annan of Ghana is the seventh Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. The first Secretary-General to be elected from 
the ranks of United Nations staff, he began his first term on 1 
January 1997. On 29 June 2001, acting on a recommendation 
by the Security Council, the General Assembly appointed him 
by acclamation to a second term of office, beginning on 1 
January 2002 and ending on 31 December 2006 
 
Ban Ki-Moon of the Republic of Korea will take over as the 
eighth Secretary-General of the United Nations in January, 
2007.   He was born June 13, 1944 in Eumseong, ROK.  He 
received his B.A. in International Relations from Seoul 
National University in 1970 and earned a Master of Public 
Administration from Harvard University in 1985. 
 
He served as the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Korea 
before being elected Secretary-General. 


